Sister-chromatid exchanges in cannabis smokers.
The genotoxicity of cannabis smoking was evaluated by means of the sister-chromatid exchange (SCE) test. The SCE test is considered to be a sensitive tool for the discovery of genotoxic agents in the environment. Twenty-two tobacco smokers and 22 persons smoking both tobacco and cannabis were compared. Our findings showed that smoking in itself enhanced the SCE level significantly (18.5%) compared to a group of non-smokers, but adding smoking of cannabis to tobacco smoking did not affect the SCE level further. Based on our observations cannabis smoking could not be considered genotoxic.